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SUBJECT: SUPREME COURT PANEL UPHOLDS VALIDITY OF EMERGENCY 

REF: (A) COLOMBO 3444; (B) COLOMBO 4162 (NOTAL); (C) COLOMBO 4320 
(NOTAL) 

1 . A FIVE MAN PANEL OF THE SUPREME COURT DECEMBER 10 
UNANIMOUSLY OVERRULED A DECISION OF THE HIGH COURT-AT- 
BAR (REF A) THAT THE EXISTING STATE OF EMERGENCY HAD BEEN 
INCORRECTLY REDECLARED AFTER THE PROMULGATION OF THE 
REPUBLICAN CONSTITUTION OF 1972. THE OUTCOME UPHOLDING THE EMERGENCY 
WAS THUS A VICTORY FOR THE GOVERNMENT , WHICH HAS USED EMERGENCY 
REGULATIONS FOR SUCH PURPOSES AS PRICE AND WAGE CONTROLS, 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION, AND EXTENSION OF TERMS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
BODIES AS WELL AS PRESERVATION OF INTERNAL SECURITY. 

THE PRESENT EMERGENCY WAS FIRST DECLARED IN MARCH 1971, 

AT THE TIME OF AN ISLAND-WIDE YOUTH INSURGENCY. 

2. THE CASE UNDER CONSIDERATION HAD INVOLVED FOUR 
MEMBERS OF TH TAMIL UNITED LIBERATION FRONT, INCLUDING 
THREE MP.P.'S, CHARGED WITH DISTRIBUTING SECESSIONIST 
LITERATURE. THEIR TAMIL SUPPORTERS WHO CROWDED THE 
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MOLLIFIED TO HEAR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL DECLARE AFTER 
THE JUDGMENT THAT HE WOULD NOT PROSECUTE THE CASE 
FURTHER. IF THE CASE HAD BEEN SENT BACK TO THE HIGH 
COURT AND THE DEFENDENTS ULTIMATELY CONVICTED, THE 
SENTENCE WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE INCLUDED A PROHIBITION 
AGAINST SEEKING RE-ELECTION TO PARLIAMENT FOR SEVEN YEARS. 

3. COMMENT: THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN GRADUALLY RELAXING 
THE EMERGENCY (REF C) AND SOME HAD SPECULATED THAT IT 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN LIFTED BY NOW BUT FOR THE JUDICIAL 
CHALLENGE TO ITS LEGALITY. WHICH THE GOVERNMENT DID 
NOT WISH TO LET STAND. 

REED 
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